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URBANIZATION, SPACE AND PLANNING 
 
 

I. Urbanization and Space 
Urbanization and space: concepts and forms (formal and informal spaces); 
Differences between space, place and region; urbanization and space 
interaction: gravity model, distance decay model, forces of concentration and 
dispersion, urban agglomeration and spatial economy; Access to urban and 
right to the city 

II. Evolution of Spaces of Settlements 
Settlement: evolution, characteristics and factors; settlement pattern and 
hierarchy; Urban morphology; Change in urban land use and population density; 
Rural-urban relationship: dichotomy or continuum; Role of urban centres in 
rural development. 

III. Urban and Regional Planning 

Planning: Definitions, concepts, purpose, types and levels; geography/ 
demography and planning relationship. 

Regional development/planning: Region: concept and definition, types 
(formal, functional and planning); Need for regional planning; Types of regional 
planning; Spatial structure of regions, 

Theories of regional development: Stages of development, economic base 
theory, Industrial location theory, Growth Pole theory; Core-periphery 
interactions. 

Regional planning in India; Planning regions in India; Regional disparity in 
development; Special area development planning (hilly area development 
planning, (North-Eastern regional council, Mumbai Metropolitan Regional 
Development Plan). 

Urban Planning: Concepts; history and origins of urban planning; pioneers 
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of urban planning; types of urban plans: New towns, neighborhood, garden 
city, green belts; healthy urban planning, WHO concept of healthy city, livable 
city, sustainable city. 

Urban policy since independence, five year plans, important urban plans (New 
Delhi, Navi Mumbai, Chandigarh); Smart Cities Mission; HRIDAY, AMRUT, 
PURA, RURBAN mission 

IV. Challenges in Urban planning 
Recent urban policies and programmes; Urban redevelopment; Urban poverty, 
urban housing and real estate, Slums and slum rehabilitation, The case of SRA 
in Mumbai; Urban pollution, Solid waste management; Management of migrants 

V. GIS and Urban and Regional Planning 
Application of GIS in urban and regional planning. 

Reading List 
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3. Chaudhuri, J. R. (2001) An Introduction to Development and Regional Planning, 

Orient Longman, Hyderbad. 
4. Chand, M and V.K. Puri, (1983), Regional Planning in India, New Delhi, Allied. 
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A Reader, Cambridge, MIT Press. 
6. Lefebvre, H (1991) The Production of Space, Blackwell, Oxford. 
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Routledge. 
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Suggested Readings : 
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7. UNEP and others (2007), Livable Cities: The benefits of environmental planning, 
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