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POPULATION, ENVIRONMENT AND
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Learning objectives:

This paper attempts to address the theoretical and empirical advancements and the

strategies and concerns regarding population-environment-development linkages.

After the successful completion of this paper, students will be able to:

1) Define the concept of sustainable development and explain how the idea of
sustainability and development has changed over time.

2) Understand how the policies have evolved in line with the concept of sustainable
development and population trends.

3) Ciritically examine the recent trends in sustainable development with specific
focus on population changes.

4) Apply sustainable development concepts and policies to current population,
environmental and developmental issues.

Modules

I. Sustainable development: Conceptual and Theoretical issues
Importance of Studying Sustainable development; Meaning, Concepts and
Definitions; Inter-linkages between ecology and development; Economic
growth and ecological degradation; Indicators and processes involved in its
achievement; Brundtland Report on Environment and development and
agenda.

I1. Innovations for Sustainable Development
Conventional perspectives on development; Critics of Conventional
Development perspectives; Case studies based on experiences from
developed and developing countries; How the concept of sustainability
has influenced the policy, programme practice in development sectors

III. Population-environment linkages
Ecological and environmental dimensions of sustainable development;
Approaches to environment; Gandhian approach, Marxian/Socialist
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IV.

VI

VIL

VIIIL.

approach, Neo-classical approach, Market approach; Population growth and
climate change; Population matters to sustainable development and
environment (growth, age structure, spatial distribution)

Population and Quality of Life

Quality of life: definition and measurement; Resource creation, management
and distribution of water, air, housing, etc; Land, Cattle and open Space
linkages; Sanitation, Health and health care; Education and Information.

Environmental Degradation and Poverty

Sustainable livelihoods; Population and common property resources;
Population, poverty and vulnerability; gender dimensions; Grass-root
perspectives — Environment-Development struggle; Development and
displacement; Alienation of tribal; Tribal land encroachment; Forest
Depletion; Case studies — Narmada and Vedanta (Orissa) Projects.

Environmental issues in the context of migration and displacement
Regional Development; Green Movements; Chipko movement; Silent valley
movements etc; Natural Calamities — Flood, Droughts, Landslide, Earth
Quakes, Tsunami etc; Urbanization-new challenges- environmental health
hazards (water or air pollution); Solid Waste Management; Rain Harvesting;
Mobility and Patterns of settlement; Development and urban ecology; Slums,
Urban Poverty and Rehabilitation.

Governance for Sustainable Development

Issues related to natural resources management; Forest management; Mining
of natural resources, Ground Water, River and Ocean Pollution; Different
institutional arrangements for environmental protection and their limitations;
Creating and managing emission related norms; Some success models of
efficient environmental management — CNG, Smokeless Choolah, and other
successful green models; The Challenges for International Environmental
Governance; Emerging new institutions of environmental protection; Capacity
Building, Technology Transfer for Sustainable Development.

Population, Society and Sustainable development
Population and resources; Human versus land ‘carrying capacity’; ‘Population
stabilization’ to ‘Population balance’; Critiques of sustainable development
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perspectives; Role of social institutions; Individual behavior in the context of
social costs and benefits; Gender and environment; Indigenous population
and traditional methods of environmental sustainability; Sociological
approaches to sustainable development; Vulnerability of Indigenous
population; Case Studies — Sacred forests, Anti-Eucalyptus movement

IX. Contemporary issues
Affluence and environment: How rich countries are also responsible for
the sad state of affairs?; NGOs and Development issues; Civil society
initiatives and involvement; International Agencies; Population and
Biodiversity; Research Methods to examine Population, sustainab development
and environment nexus.
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